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DOWNTON ABBEY TEA - Linda Noble pours a cup of tea for Ann Ratay during the 
Downtown Abbey Tea that was held at the Battlefield Bed & Breakfast on Sunday. 
About 50 people attended the event that was a fundraiser for the Unitarian Universalist 
Church. 

New after school 
program debuts 
BY KEN KNOX 

Times Staff Writer 

The facilitators of a new 
after-school program are do
ing their part to enrich the 
academic and social landscape 
throughout Adams County. 

The program, which was de
veloped by the non-profit orga
nization Respective Solutions 
Group (RSG) in partnership 
with Manos Unidas Executive 
Director Amelia Contreras and 
funded under a Cohort 8 grant 
through the Pennsylvania De
partment of Education's 21st 
Century Community Learning 
Center, debuted on Feb. 29 
in six local schools, includ
ing Gettysburg Area School 
District (GASD) sites Lincoln 
Elementary, James Gettys El
ementary, Franklin Township 
Elementary and Gettysburg 
Area Middle School, as well 
as Vida Charter School and 1he 
Montessori Charter School. 

"Our goal was that any child 
seeking help with academics 
could receive free program
ming every day atler school 
and thal the programs would 
be open to all Gettysburg chil
dren," says RSG President An-

drea Neiderer, who notes that 
the sessions provide "reliable 
structure" to both children and 
their parent by following the 
normal school year. 

Beginning after the dismiss
al of the regular school day, the 
programs follow a two-hour 
format during which students 
are fed a healthy snack, coached 
through one hour of academic 
reinforcement, taught lessons 
to develop and improve social 
skills, and given activities to 
reinforce social and emotional 
development. The focus, says 
Project Director Contreras, is 
on '"learning and making it fun 
in a more informal sening." 

"We are trying to give a linle 
more freedom to the students 
while at the same time having 
them work on something from 
the social skills activity as 
well," Contreras says. '"We're 
building skills in a way that 
the children are going to be 
interested in participating be
cause they're, playing games. 
We have to have structure, but 
we're 1ryi11g to do it in a way 
that they'rt: 1101 aware of." 

One benefit of the program 
is the low student-teacher ratio; 
there are typically two teach-

ers and an assistant providing 
support to the 0-35 students 
currently enrolled in each pro
gram. Additionally, each pro
gram can be catered to meet the 
particular needs of its students. 

.. After-school can feel like 
a club or a one-room school
house, and can really take on 
the character of its students and 
the professionals on staff," said 
Neiderer, citing ·'theme weeks" 
inspired by students at Montes
sori Charter School, Spanish 
language activities at Vida and 
interactive, high-tech activi
ties at Gercysburg Area Middle 
School as examples. ··These 
programs promote a love of 
learning through inspiring 
youth by speaking directly to 
their backgrounds and needs." 

According to Gettysburg 
Area School District Assistant 
Superintendent Dr. Christine 
Lay, the programs also a11evi
ate worries of today's working 
parents by ensuring students 
not only get exercise and com
plete homework, but are also 
looked after in a safe environ
ment. 

··Parents have peace of mind 

(See SCHOOL on Page A8) 
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